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MYTHS VS. FACTS: PARENT TRIGGER
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When a majority of parents sign a petition to turn around a failing school, they 
present that petition, which includes a proposed turnaround plan, to the school 
district.  The district then implements the plan chosen by the parents – in any plan, 
schools would be operated by education professionals, not parents.  Thus, it is the 
district – not the parents – that turns around the school.

When a parent trigger is activated, 
parents take over and run their 
kids’ schools.

Once a state passes a parent 
trigger law, parents in any school 
can use the parent trigger.

The purpose of parent trigger is 
to turn more schools into charter 
schools.

Parent trigger is the same thing as 
charter conversion.

Parent trigger doesn’t come from 
parents – it was developed by 
organizations interested in 
privatizing public education.

Parents can only use a parent trigger when their kids are attending a consistently 
low-performing school – schools at which change is not occurring.  This means 
that only about 5 to 20% of the schools in every district are potentially eligible for 
turnaround through a parent trigger.

When parents petition to turn around their school, they usually can choose 
from four turnaround options – school closure, school transformation, school 
turnaround, and restarting as a public charter school.  Parent trigger focuses on 
creating meaningful opportunities for parents to change the way a school is run – 
charter schools are just one of multiple options.

Parent trigger is different than charter conversion in that parent trigger requires 
signatures from only parents, whereas charter conversion typically requires 
signatures from both parents and teachers. Some states have charter conversion 
statutes, but do not have parent trigger statutes.

Parent trigger was developed in California by parents, legislators, and a grassroots 
non-profit called Parent Revolution. StudentsFirst’s model legislation was 
developed by drawing from California’s law and lessons learned from parent 
experiences in California and elsewhere. The goal of parent trigger is to create a 
process that makes better public schools for neighborhood families to attend.
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